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vanquish their old enemy, who had so long resisted CHAP.XXIII
all their repeated and gallant attempts to subdue
them or drive them from their capital. The West-
ern armies had been in the main successful until
they had conquered all the territory from the Mis-
sissippi Biver to the State of North Carolina., and
were now almost ready to knock at the back door
of Richmond, asking admittance. I said to him
that if the "Western armies should be even upon
the field, operating against Richmond and Lee, the
credit would be given to them for the capture, by
politicians and non-combatants from the section of
country which those troops hailed from. It might
lead to disagreeable bickerings between members
of Congress of the East and those of the West in
some of their debates. Western members might be
throwing it up to the members of the East that in
the suppression of the rebellion they were not able
to capture an arary, or to accomplish much in the
way of contributing toward that end, but had to
wait until the Western armies had conquered all the
territory south and west of them, and then, come on
to help them capture the only army they had been
engaged with.

Mr. Lincoln said he saw that now, but had never
thought of it before, because his anxiety was so
great that he did not care where the aid came from
so the work was done.

The Army of the Potomac has every reason to
be proud of its four years' record in the suppres-
sion of the rebellion. The army it had to fight was
the protection to the capital of a people which was
attempting to found a nation upon the territory of
the United States, Its loss would be the loss of the that when
